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Tall ship attracts quite a crew in Port
By KRISTYN HALBIG ZIEHM
Ozaukee Press staff
 The Denis Sullivan’s visits to 
Port Washington were a success this 
summer, Mayor Tom Mlada told 
aldermen Tuesday.
 “I thought it was a really great year,” 
he told the Common Council.
 Nicole Styles, the city’s marketing 
director, told aldermen that the tall 
ship brought in $18,885 in ticket sales 
during its three visits.
 That price, she noted, does not 
reflect the cost of food or beverages 
served during several special sails held 
in August and September nor the credit 
card fee the city needs to pay for the 
June sails.
 Only one sail was cancelled due to 
weather, Styles said.
 “It’s always questionable with the 
weather,” she said of the June visit.
 Despite that, she said, 247 of the 300 
available tickets were sold for six sails 
in June, bringing in $6,350 in revenue.
 During the Sullivan’s August stop, 
Styles said, all five sails were sold out. 
Ticket sales brought in $8,045.

 “The weather was perfect,” she said.
 But in September, only 150 tickets, 
or 60% of the capacity, sold for the five 
cruises, Styles said, bringing in $4,490.
 The low attendance in September 
was due, in part, to the fact that there 
were only three weeks between the 
August and September visits, she said, 
making it difficult to market the cruises.
 Ald. John Sigwart, who is active in 
the Sullivan efforts, said another reason 
the September sails aren’t marketed 
well is that the city doesn’t sign the 
contract until after earlier stops make 
enough money to pay for the visit.
 He suggested the city escrow these 
funds earlier in the year so marketing 
can begin earlier.
 Sigwart also suggested the city work 
with the organizers of the Paramount 
Music Festival to offer package deals 
for the fest and Sullivan sails.
 Mlada also made a pitch to make 
Styles’ position, which is currently 
part time, a full-time job. That, he 
said, would allow her to reach out to 
businesses throughout the county, not 
just in Port, to sponsor the Sullivan 

visits and sell additional tickets.
 “I think that would make a 
tremendous difference in being able to 
advance-sell these,” he said.
 It costs the city $3,750 a day to 
bring in the Sullivan, Mlada said.
 “This isn’t a direct money-maker for 
the city,” he said.
 However, there are significant other 
benefits, Mlada said. The Sullivan visits 
bring more people to the community 
and help spur business downtown, 
spotlight the community and have 
once again made the city a commercial 
harbor — important because that 
has allowed the city to apply for and 
receive grants that have helped fund the 
breakwater improvements.
 As the city moves forward, Mlada 
added, it needs to look at ways to improve 
educational programs on the Sullivan.
 It’s a difficult task because of the 
school schedule, he said, but something 
that should be tackled.
 A complete financial report on 
the Sullivan’s visits is expected to be 
brought to the Common Council in the 
next month, Mlada added.

United Way launches aggressive campaign

Fifth-time 
drunken driver 
given chance to 
avoid prison
n Port man who wrestled 
with officer receives stayed 
sentence, will serve jail time
By BILL SCHANEN IV
Ozaukee Press staff

 A 45-year-old Port Washington man who 
grappled with a police officer during his fifth 
arrest for drunken driving in July was given 
a chance to avoid prison last week but will 
have to serve a year in the county jail.
 Derek L. Overbay, who pleaded guilty to  
felony counts of fifth-offense drunken driving 
and resisting arrest causing injury during 
a Sept. 14 court hearing, was sentenced 
by Ozaukee County Circuit Judge Sandy 
Williams to four years in prison followed 
by 3-1/2 years of extended supervision, but 
Williams stayed the sentence and instead 
placed him on probation for nine years. That 
means Overbay will not have to serve his 
time in prison if he abides by the conditions 
of his probation.
 One of those conditions is that Overbay 
serve a year in the county jail.
 Two other charges — battery to an 
officer, a felony, and a misdemeanor count 
of disorderly conduct — were dismissed as 
part of a plea agreement but read into the 
record, which meant that Williams could 
consider them when sentencing Overbay.
 Overbay was arrested on Tuesday, July 
12, after Port Washington police officer 
James Russell, who was on patrol, saw a Ford 
Mustang that was stopped at the intersection 
of Sunset Road and Spring Street on Port 
Washington’s south side squeal its tires and 
speed away at 7:12 p.m.
 Russell lost sight of the car, but 
remembered seeing the Mustang earlier 
parked outside of an apartment complex on 
Westport Drive.
 At the apartment, Russell found Overbay, 
the driver of the car, who invited him into 
his apartment. Overbay told Russell that 
his car has clutch problems, which is 
why he squealed his tires. But during the 
conversation, Russell noticed Overbay 
smelled of alcohol and was slurring his 
speech, according to the complaint.
 By this time, Russell was aware that 
Overbay had been previously convicted of 
operating a vehicle while intoxicated four 
times and could not drive with a blood 
alcohol level of more than .02, significantly 
lower than the normal legal threshold 
for intoxication of .08, according to the 
complaint.
 After the men went outside so Overbay 
See Sentence on page 13B

By KRISTYN HALBIG ZIEHM
Ozaukee Press staff
 With its agencies facing ever increasing 
and complex problems, United Way 
of Northern Ozaukee is increasing this 
year’s campaign goal significantly — to 
$400,000.
 “There are some critically needed 
programs that have surfaced that we want 
to take part in,” Executive Director Barbara 
Bates-Nelson said. “The needs are changing 
and there are needs emerging that we are 
looking at.
 “We feel like we have a responsibility 
to help. We have our existing partners and 
we have these new areas where we want to 
make a difference, so we’re going to try to 
raise an additional $100,000.”
 Last year’s United Way of Northern 
Ozaukee campaign goal was $300,000, and 
it raised $313,000 to support 14 community 
nonprofit groups, Bates-Nelson said.
 Reaching the goal isn’t going to be easy, 
she admitted, but it’s needed if United Way 
is to continue helping its existing agencies 
while aiding in new ways as well.   
 “It’s definitely going to be challenging,” 

she said. “But we just have to get in front of 
as many people as we can.
 “There’s tremendous pressure out there 
to get dollars, and it’s tough sometimes to 
get people to recognize the needs here.”
 With this year’s campaign, United 
Way plans to continue its efforts to fight 
homelessness, Bates-Nelson said.
 “We see it as very important,” she said. 
“We’re trying to provide a safety net for 
people.”
 So many people are a medical condition 
or car repair away from homelessness in a 
county that doesn’t always see the needs, 
Bates-Nelson said, noting last year United 
Way assisted 48% more people — 72 
individuals and 30 families — at risk of 
being homeless than in the previous year.
 “People don’t realize it,” she said. “When 
they think of poverty, they think of the inner 
city. But we see people living paycheck 
to paycheck, who suddenly have a major 
expense and it just spirals from there.”

 As part of this effort, United Way 
is directing people to www.wisconsin.
makingtoughchoices.org, where they can 
take a walk in the shoes of Alice, a woman 
living on the edge and make the choices she 
needs to in order to survive, Bates-Nelson 
said.
 “It really brings those tough choices 
home,” she said.
 This year, the United Way is also looking 
to increase its efforts in children’s advocacy, 
mental health initiatives, she said.
 “Mental health is a big issue,” Bates-
Nelson said. “There are so many things tied 
to it, including substance abuse.”
 She pointed to a recent analysis that 
showed a 4% increase in the number of 
residents reporting mental health conditions 
between 2008 and 2014, that 3% of people 
had considered committing suicide during 
the past year. Eleven people committed 
suicide during 2016, according to the 
analysis. 

 As part of the mental health initiative, 
United Way hopes to help fund a child 
advocacy center in Ozaukee County, Bates-
Nelson said. 
 “This will be a team of people who will 
be able to follow a case from the time a 
child’s voice is heard through prosecution 
and treatment,” she said.
 In the past, the county has worked with a 
center in Milwaukee, but the caseload was 
so great that it could no longer handle the 
work. Now, a local child advocacy center is 
being formed to handle cases in Ozaukee, 
Washington and Sheboygan counties, she 
said, with funding coming from all three 
counties.
 “This will be a first,” Bates-Nelson said. 
“A stand-alone center for each of us would 
be a huge investment, but working together 
we can provide a state-of-the-art model.
 United Way is currently in the process 
of creating an online directory of services 
available to people in the county, Bates-
Nelson said, and it is also embarking on 
several campaign-opening events.
 The Stone Soup event, which will be held 

n Northern Ozaukee agency increases goal by 
$100,000 to address homelessness, mental health issues

See United Way on page 11B

n Denis Sullivan proved to be a popular attraction that grossed more than 
$18,000 this summer, probably enough to cover city’s costs, officials say

THE TALL SHIP Denis Sullivan sailed off Port Washington in August during one of its four visits to the city this summer. Many of the sails were 
sold out.                                          Photo by Bill Schanen IV


